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	Area
	Exceeds
18-20 points per area
	Meets
16-17 points per area
	Emerging
14-15 points per area
	Poor/Not Shown
0-13 points per area

	Initial response to discussion question: Demonstration of understanding
	Initial response demonstrates an understanding of the concepts presented in the lesson by providing evidence from firsthand experience AND references to the readings. Addresses all of the required elements.
	Initial response demonstrates an understanding of the concepts presented in the lesson by providing evidence either from firsthand experience OR references to the readings.  Addresses some of the required elements.
	The initial response demonstrates an understanding of the concepts; however, it does not provide evidence to support the ideas presented. Minimally addresses the required elements.
	Does not post an initial response or does not follow the writing prompt instructions.

	Responses to others: Demonstration of understanding
	Responses to others address all of the areas specified in the writing prompt.
	Responses to others address some of the areas specified in the writing prompt.
	Responses to others minimally addresses the areas specified in the writing prompt.
	Does not reply to others or does not follow the writing prompt instructions.

	Reference to Outside Sources
	Specifies (cites) three or more outside sources in initial and two replies to others, including weekly reading and other sources that amplify the authoritativeness of points made.
	Specifies (cites) some outside sources from the weekly reading or another outside source.
	Mentions or alludes to outside sources but does not specify.
	No mention of outside source at all.

	Grammar and sentence structure
	All responses are grammatically correct with no spelling or punctuation errors. Citations, footnotes, and bibliography are correct.
	All responses include no more than two unique grammatical, spelling, or punctuation errors. Citations, footnotes, and bibliography are included with some errors.
	All responses include no more than four unique grammatical, spelling, or punctuation errors.  Citations, footnotes, and bibliography are included with multiple errors.
	There were no submissions OR the responses included five or more unique grammatical, spelling, or punctuation errors. 

	Following directions
	The learner does more than is required, as demonstrated by the total number of responses to peers and the timing of submissions.  Addresses all follow-up questions from classmates and instructor. 
	All directions are followed, including responding to the assigned number of learners and responding on time. Addresses some follow-up questions from classmates and instructor. 
	The number of responses is fewer than required OR submissions are not completed on time.  Addresses few if there are any follow-up questions from classmates and instructor. 
	There are no submissions OR there were fewer than the number required and the submissions were not completed on time. Fails to address any follow-up questions from classmates and instructor. 
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